United States Department of State 


Washington, D.C. 20520 





March 15, 2017 


Shamel Hanafi 
3116 Walton Way 
Atlanta, Georgia 30076 


Dear Mr. Hanafi: 


| am writing in response to our telephone conversation of March 13, 2017, regarding vour 
child. Karma Hanati. who has been abducted to Egypt. | am the Country Officer in the Office of 
Children’s Issues responsible for outgoing cases of international parental child abduction to 
Egypt. The U.S. Department of State places a high priority on the welfare of children who have 
‘seen victims of international parental child abduction. 


"o assist you during this difficult time please see the additional resources provided online 
at http://travel.state.gov/content/childabduction/english/from.html. There is a great deal of 
nformation available on this site specifically for parents in your situation. As we discussed, we 
stil enter your child's information into the Children’s Passport Issuance Alert Program (CPIAP). 
For more information visit: 
http://travel.state.pov/contentchildabduction english’ preventing: passport-issuance-alert- 
program. html. 





As we discussed. Egypt is not partnered with the United States under the 1980 Hague 
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (Hague Abduction 
Convention). Thus. the Hague Abduction Convention is not an available mechanism to facilitate 
Karma's return. However. there are other possible remedies at your disposal. Please consider 
seeking legal guidance from attorneys in the United States and Egypt before making any 
decisions about how to proceed. 


One option you may wish to consider is filing for a custody order in the United States. 
and then seeking recognition of the order in an Egyptian court. Please note that U.S. court orders 
are not automatically valid and enforceable in other countries, and Egypt is under no obligation 
10 give legal effect to a custody decree issued by a U.S. court. 


A second option available is to file for custody directly in an Egyptian court. You may 
be required to retain an attorney in Egypt. Please also note that pursuing legal custody in Egypt 
does not guarantee a favorable judgment. 


A third option available is to consider consulting with law enforcement authorities about 
whether criminal remedies may be applicable in your circumstances. We can assist you with 
communicating with law enforcement, should you decide to pursue criminal warrants against 
your child's mother. 


As a first step to any of the above options, you may wish to file a missing persons report 
with your local law enforcement agency and have them follow up with a National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC) entry. These actions do not necessarily have any implications for 
your child's mother, but will serve to document your child's abduction, and may assist in locating 
Karma should she cross U.S. or international borders at some point. 


Please consult with your attorney before making any decisions to ensure you are fully 
informed about your Jegal options and the possible ramifications of any action you are 
considering. 


By law, U.S. Embassy and Department staff cannot act as a legal agent, nor can they take 
custody of U.S. citizen children. Nonetheless, we will provide you with all appropriate 
assistance and as much information as we can so that you can make well-informed decisions 
throughout this process. 


Attached is a Privacy Act Waiver for you to complete, which allows our office to discuss 
your child's case with individuals or entities you specify on the waiver. Please return the Privacy 
Act Waiver to me at your earliest convenience. Please note that if you check “yes” for individual 
members of Congress and their staff, we will notify your congressional representatives of your 
report of your child's abduction. Also, please include a copy of your photo identification, 
copies of your child's birth certificate, and copies of all court orders related to your child. 
Please send items to the attention of Patricia Hickey. You can send the documents to me by 
email to avoid delivery delays. 


if you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 202-485-6082 or 
e-mail me at HickeyPK @State.gov. 


Sincerely, 


oe sw 


Patricia K. Hickey 
Office of Children’s Issues 


